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inspired arrangements for acoustic trio that are never clichéd. To
3 top it off, she strips Kate Bush’s Wuthering Heights to its bare
‘Brit jazz’ has a long tradition of bones. Haunting.
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Purple Stiletto Records k%%
Juliet Kelly (v), Nick Ramm (p), Oli
Hayhurst (b) and Eddie Hick (d).

Rec. date not stated

Whether it’s the dramatic
percussion flourishes of the
folk-like aloum opener ‘One More
Dance’ or the shifting time feels
and intricate vocal layerings

of ‘Little Things’, this fourth
album from vocalist Juliet Kelly
completely seduces the senses.
All but one of the songs are
based on favourite books, from

the music box feel of the Narnia-
inspired ‘Magic & Mystery’ to The
Color Purple-inspired ‘Forbidden
Fruit’. Propelled forwards by Oli
Hayhurst’s deeply grooving 7/4
ostinato, with pianist Nick Ramm
contributing a fine solo, ‘Devilish
Disguise’, like ‘Sympathy for

the Devil’, is inspired by Mikhail
Bulgakov’s The Master and
Margarita. Over a sustained bass
pedal, Kelly’s wordless vocalise in
‘Ghosts’ (mixed by Seb Rochford)
is a standout, while ‘All He'll Ever
Need’ illustrates the singer’s facility
for penning the catchiest of vocal
hooks. Subtle changes of texture
include the plangent timbre of the
accordion in the sorrowing waltz
‘No One Can Tell’. If Kelly has
transformed pop material before
—"Your Love Is King’ on her 2003
debut Aphrodite’s Child (2003)
plus covers of Soul Il Soul (‘Back
to Life’), Soft Cell (‘Tainted Love’)
and The Eurythmics (‘Here Comes
The Rain Again’) on her 2009
album Licorice Kiss — nothing quite
prepares you for the wonderfully
strange take on ‘Wuthering
Heights’, the album’s sole cover.

Peter Quinn
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Juliet Kelly: Spellbound Stories review -
charming set inspired by jazz singer's
favourite books

LB

baaks, leaturing somgs inspired by Alice Walker's The Colour Purple, The

Lian, The Wilch and the Ward rofwes and Toni MorrsEaon's Beloved, and a
cover of Kale Bush™ Wulbering Heights. Polar Besr drumimern/producer Seb
Fochiord imaginatively mixes the wordless, Beloved-inspired track Ghosiz - an
evocation ol a lost spiril thal leatures Kelly drifbing through a dark landscape
vigiled ondy by Nick Ramn's empal hic pEano underiows, Ol Mayhorst™s st amd
Gilad At=mon drummer Eddie Hickss brushwork. Ramm’s synths quislly weave
behind Kelly's unlussy account of Wothering Heights, while producer Dilip Tlarris
brings edginess (o the pulsing Devilizh DEguise, and a spooky ungency into All
eIl Ever Meed, which & inspired by Tlhe Time Travelber™s Wile. Foebidden Fruil,
the Walker dedication, linds Eelly al her most improvisationally open over
Famm's pumping Hammond organ. Kelly has been a well-kepd secrel ol Uwe UK
soene [or some lime, but the honesty and charm ol Spellbownd Storées might

B ritishy vocalist Tuliel Kelly's latest album B dedicated 1o her Gvourile

change thal.
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JULIET KELLY - Spelfbound Stories
Purple Stilette Records (PSR0O04)
Juliet Kelly (vcls) Mick Ramm (pno/keys) Oli Hayhurst (bs) Eddie Hick (drs)

A fourth recording and the first in nearly six years from the wonderfully striking Ms Kelly.
Her rich woice, that she only discovered when she was studying economics at university,
is ideally suited to the material here.

Juliet's influences are diverse and on this occasion,when on holiday in Greece she was
moved to compose themes inspired by her favourite novels. From vocal tributes to Paulo
Coelho's Veronika Decides To Die through the Time Traveller's Wife by Audrey
Niffenegger and on to the final track celebrating The Colour Purple from Alice Walker the
lyric writing is superb. Ten pieces in all plus a fresh look at the huge 1978 hit by Kate Bush,Wuthering Heights.

The album does require some work from the listener and benefits when a brief knowledge of each storyline has been absorbed. The lyrics
are beautifully composed and the trio members well chosen.Nick Ramm's solo,s are spikey and probing while Olly Hayhurst is rock steady on
bass. Freelance drummer Eddie Hick who has worked with such diverse musicians as rock superstar Mark Ronson, saxophinist Dave
Liebman plus Gilad Atsmon's Orient House Ensemble gives a master class in the technique of playing in support of a vocalist.

For me there are three standout tracks , the atmospheric opener One More Dance where the highly descriptive vocal combines well with
great bass drum work and a probing piano solo, the beautiful wordless vocal on Ghosts along with the up tempo Forbidden Fruit which was
featured on the BBC's Jazz Line Up programme recently.

Add this album to your collection for the superb song writing, distinctive vocals and accomplished musicianship from this all British band.

You can catch Juliet next at The Stables Wavendon on 15th September, following her upcoming four gig tour in Ttaly.

Reviewed by Jim Burlong
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Juliet Kelly - Spellbound Stories
[{Purple Stiletto PSRO004. CD review by Peter Jones)

The idea behind this self-preduced fourth album from singer Juliet Kelly is 8 good
one: each song is about one of her favourite novels. Since the song titles don't
give much away, part of the fun is trying to work cut which seng is about which
book {(although if vou want to cheat, you can find cut by going to her website). The
books are from a wide range of authors, but all of them are loosely linked by

themes of mystery, magic and the supernatural.

The badking is supplied by a sympathetic and imaginative piansg frio, and
although the tone is often appropriately spooky, there is a light summery feel to
tunes like Besutiful Smile, whilst the bouncy Little Things has already proved
sufficiently poptastic to attract the ears of the peocple who compile radic playlists: it
was played repeatedly between sets to 8 huge audience at last weekend's Love

Supreme Festival.

Elsewhere the moed is darker: the cpener One More Dance, a song that seems to
be about death and madness, is powered by Eddie Hick's hypnotic drum pattern;
Dewvil in Dizguize has a strong melody in 7:4 that one could imagine Sade
covering, with a lengthy coda featuring pianist Nick Ramm with Kelly's improvised
vocals given added atmosphere by a heavy dose of reverb. Deep bowed bass from
the ubiguitous Oli Hayhurst underpins the slow, sinister opening to Ghostz, before

Ramm's piano amives to relieve the tension.

Kelly is able to command a range of styles, from the austere Berlin cabaret feel of
No Cne Gan Tell to the twinkling Magic and My=stery. Her songs are beautifully
written, with excellent commercially viable melodies. If there is cne guestionable
choice, it is the version of Wutherning Heighiz included here: Kate Bush's original
tradk is such a towering presence that attempting 8 reworking of it is, frankly, asking
for trouble.




